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ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


The General Division of Research and Field Study 
did not receive a Church Self-Study Form or Episcopal 
Census from this parish. A membership map, however, which 
is of some help in our analysis, was turned in. The 
paucity of data submitted limits the value of the fol- 
lowing report. 


THE | CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD 


This historic church is located in the heart of 
the downtown district of the City of Philadelphia, at 19 
South Tenth Street, between Market and Chestnut Streets. 
The Greater Philadelphia Area is divided into census 
tracts for United States census purposes. This parish 
church is located in Census Tract #9-A. For the purposes 
of this Study four other contiguous census tracts have 
been arbitrarily assigned to make up a parish area. 


The United States Census Bureau did not provide data 
for 1950 for four of the census tracts in the arbitrarily 
assigned parish area. Referring to the table below, there 
was a population decrease of 59.2% in the decade of 1950 
to 1960 in Census Tract f6-A. 


In 1960 4,088 persons lived in the parish area, of 
which 8.4% was 14 years of age and under, 17.4% was 65 
years of age and over, and 19.4% was non-white. 
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CENSUS POPULATION % % % % 
TRACT 1950 1960 CHANGE 14 & UNDER 65 & UNDER. NON-WHITE 
#9-A NA 71 2.8 Lies 1142 
8-A NA 286 3.5 21.0 24 
10-A NA 1,735 10,2 2350 35.3 
9-B NA 1,575 4.4 12.5 1.7 
6-A 1,081 421 -59.2 20.2 15.4 33.3 
k u. BHA ae MEDYA u L ii xu i k i i 3 
TOTAL 4,088 8.4 174 19.4 


The 1960 United States Census reported other charac- 
teristics of the general population in the arbitrarily 
assigned parish area and they will be found in the en- 
suing table. 
PUERTO MEDIAN RESIDENCE 1960 


CENSUS NON-WHITE POPULATION % RICAN FAMILY SAME AS 1955 
TRACT 1950 1960 CHANGE 1960 INCOME % 
#9-A NA 8 0 NA 1957 
8-A NA 7 0 NA 36.0 
10-A NA 612 3 NA 70: 3 
9-B NA 27 © $8,500 29.4 
6-A 288 140 -51.4 0 NA 62.9 
TOTAL 794 3=0.07 of Total Population 


The next table shows the educational and median age ~~ 
characteristics of the 1960 population of the parish 
area. 
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ED. OF ADULTS 25 YRS. OF AGE € OVER 


CENSUS % % % OVER MED MED 
TRACT H.S. GRAD. COLL. 1-3 YRS. COLL. GRAD. 25 ED. M AGE F 

#9-A sj 19.4 745 67 NA 47.8 NA 
8-A 248. 2 5 sil 6.6 273. 9. Q SLG 4847 
10-A Gad i.6 1,8 1,497 6.8 54.6 40.0 
9-B 26.8 20.3 13.49 1,210 12.6 39.4 42.1 
6-A 007 9.4 LEO 309 8.1 46.3 42.1 

From the chart below we see that 127 persons or 3. 16 
of the population of 4,088 in the assigned parish area 
look to the Episcopal Church for spiritual guidance. This 


is in line with the diocesan ratio of 3.2% and compares 
favorably with the 1.8% Episcopal Church national ratio. 


Of the total number of Episcopalians living in the arbi- 
trarily assigned parish area, 19, or 15% regard St. Stephen's 
as their church home. Of the total reported membership of 
357, only 4.7% live in the assigned parish area. Due to its 
unique Healing Ministry which affects people not only in the 
City of Philadelphia but also in the State of Pennsylvania 
and in fact across the nation, it is safe to say that St. 
Stephen's Church is not a church that serves only its imme- 
diate geographical area. The General Division of Research 
and Field Study calls the attention of the parish leaders 
for instance, to the information contained in the three 
tables above and in the one table below concerning Census 
Tract #9-B. Urban Renewal is already becoming a part of the 
Downtown Philadelphia Area. Its impact on the City of 
Philadelphia and St. Stephen's Church is really not shown 
in the 1960 United States Census. As St. Stephen's looks to 
the future, the present parish leadership needs to ponder the 
question why only 1.7% of its parish membership resides in 
Census Tract #9-B, 


% OF TOTAL % % 
CENSUS TOTAL TOTAL POP. PARISH EPIS. PARISH 
TRACT POP. EPIS. EPIS. MEMB. MEMB. MEMB. 
#9-A 71 7 9.9 6 85.7 1.4 
8-A 286 17 5.8 5 29.4 Led 
10-A T 955 3 0.2 1 33.3 0.3 
9-B 1,575 85 5.4 7 8.2 Lo? 
6-A 421 15 3.6 0 


TOTAL 4,088 127 3.4 19 15.0 4.7 


THE CHURCH PROGRAM 


Since a Church Self-Study Form was not submitted, it 
is impossible to comment upon or make an analysis of the 
church's program. This is unfortunate because of the 
history of St. Stephen's Church and its unique Healing 
Ministry. It would have been extremely worthwhile to ex- 
amine carefully all aspects of the program of this parish 
church and its outreach. Perhaps, in the future this can 
be done. 


MEMBERSHIP DISTRIBUTION TABLE 


PARISHPHILADELPHIA 


SIN 


G 


ST STEPHENS 


NUMBER OF 
MAPPED MEMBERS 


CENSUS TRACT 
OR AREA 


T SE 
18 A 
18B 
19A 
19B 
20B 


o wlx Hlo wla xi za uk ox — o clan 
o olu Ha alee 02/02 alam CRONOS 


NA Q CQ C A QQ CQ Q QQ CQ A E QU KQ C 


4 Am AA A4 ACR 02/02 cà cQ cà CQ cQ tQ co co cQ Q cQ Q c GQ QQ RA AHA 


= ala =< m ON O < O D L. L. < 
SRS LD LO LO LO L,O OM ONL 
Q Ñ Q Q Q ER QQ Q QQ Q Q Q Q 


| 


amag m au A A GA KI] [La mia DO ik E | | 
EN ag MUA MR MIA Mn MO LOND 1010 010 1010 010 0,0 10100 10/10 10 ji Min tner to doo la ta in 10 101010 MS ana 1G 
L I ! | i | | | | | 
G 5 | | | Í L. 4, TEE E kt | | 
m | | | I Į ! | | I H | i 
o „L Pf hss Mi ee PP bee os] 
| | | | | ! 
A13 | i | | | | | | | 
Eu l | ' | | | | | | 
Žož | JN UN Lsd 
OF O | i | | j | 
ul | i | | | | | 
a E | ! | | 
a | | | 
a & | | 
s ! | 


Q Q Q HN cQ QQ QQ 


SHIP DISTRIBUTION TABLE 


MEMBER 


PARISH 


Kam m m a a“. E mua HR Eu AO 
o i | | | | | ! | | | 
O Y I | ¡ | | | | | i | I i į | 
104 | | | | | H | 
o LU | | | | | | | | 

a | | | | 

Éx 3 | | | | H | | | 

Pew | ! | | | 

TE | Phy | | | 

FA | | 

U | | | | 

x Wu | | | 

E 

ma | | 

E | =a 

— > —— l | +— + | E 


NUMBER OF 
MAPPED MEMBERS 


i 
I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


l 
| 
| 
H 


l 
| 
{ 


| 
i | : | 

u qlo olu unlo rr —>bolmolk > T xk mo owu = < ou. <<= < M Su oro A 

x oo olo olo 00 on an COOH He colo colo LAA mm MM tnn ko Ke 

iy NINNINNIN tata to Ro to Ft TN SF SF St AE Sr Sr SF Xr SF XF ST Nf ST Xr TN ST r SF Rr SF SF SF S t Sr LO |D LO 


> O E 


CENSUS TRACT 
OR AREA 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


š 
a 
| MES 


DISTRIBUTION TABLE 


SHiP 


BERS 


gore 


Mi 


PARISH 


L 
o 
LLI 
(e) 
< 
EL 
= 
lu 
O 
œ 
LU 
a 


NUMBER OF 
MAPPED MEMBERS 


m. 
Es 
» 
= 
ui 
a 
= = 
Pu 
Oz 
FA 
LU 
a 
oO 
< 
= 


CENSUS TRACT 
OR AREA 


3 


= 


| AAA — 


| 
ma A al 


| 
| 
| 


i 
| 
| 


REPORTED MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCIAL DATA FROM JOURNALS 


For the purposes of this Study, the Vital Statistics 
of St. Stephen's Church have been gathered from the Dio- 
cesan Journals of the Diocese of Pennsylvania for every 
fifth year from 1940 through 1960, and then yearly from 
1961 through) 1963. 


In the decade of 1950 to 1960 the baptized membership of 
St. Stephen's decreased 404 to a reported 420 baptized persons. 
The Central Philadelphia Area churches report a similar 
(13.14) decline in baptized membership from 1950 to 1960. 
From 1961 to 1963 inclusive, there was a slight up-turn in 
baptisms at St. Stephen's. 


The communicant membership of St. Stephen's declined 
27%, to 398 communicants, from 1950 to 1960. This again is 
in line with the Central Philadelphia Area churches ex- 
perience of a decline of -20 in the Same decade. From 1961 
through 1963, inclusive, there was a slight increase in com- 
municant membership at St. Stephen's. 


From 1950 to 1960 the church school membership increased 
20%, to 60 members at St. Stephen's. For the same period of 
time the Central Philadelphia Area churches report a similar 
increase (28.3%). According to the reports in the Diocesan 
Journals, the church school membership at St. Stephen's has 
remained static, at 60 enrollees. 


From 1961 through 1963 inclusive, 25 persons were bap- 
tized at St. Stephen's and this represented a 24X ratio of the 
communicant strength. The ratio in the Diocese of Pennsylvania 


nanya Tan y 


is 3.9% and in the Episcopal Church nationally 5.5%. From 
1961 through 1963, inclusive, there were 26 persons confirmed 
at St. Stephen's Church and this represented 2.1% of the com- 
municant membership. The ratio in the diocese is 4.1% and 

in the Episcopal Church nationally 5.8%. 


From 1961 through 1963, inclusive, St. Stephen's re- 
ported total expenditures of.$263,333.00, of which $32,864.00, 
or 1254, was used for extra-parochial expenses. This is 
slightly below the diocesan ratio of 14.2% and slightly above 
the ratio (11.3%) of all the Philadelphia churches. 


The average expenditures per communicant from 1961 
through 1963 were $208.00, of which $25.96 was for extra- 
parochial expense. This is exceedingly high when compared 
to the averages for all of the Philadelphia churches 
($88.66 and $10.02) and the diocesan averages ($73.71 and 
$10.45). 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


PARISH ST STEPHEN PHILADELPH/ 
COUNTY ` LADEL?PH nozsĘ PENNSYLVANIA 


ago | 195 | 19501 19551 22 |1967 | 1762 


Baptized 
Members 495 erie 475 | y20 yng 7 qua, 2 png 
| Commnicants — | 
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Percentage of 
sasa" | 2) se| z| 15) 28 | 20 20] 02 
= Ais bar 
Expenditures 1 31,257|24,74¢2| 25,320, 34470)61,403152 9375781! 157277 
— Loc lan ane 
Expenditures 2 |? 530 |/8 3011775721 207/4134, 574| (6,747 | 20 734| /6.07 
Extra-parochial a” 
Expenditures 3 bS | 2329] 2738| 9434116, 0121/0349 (/l-29 >| 233 
Total Reported 
Expenditures 41450015 1,383 155,5/8 | 44, 9221/11. PFI 86,196 | 92,027) 85,120 
per Se = n 109.07 |/64.69 |/02.42| 4X04123/.37512/2.801 213.03|/93.4/ 


Extra-parochial 
Expenditures per 
Communi.cant 1153 | 26.73 | (8-324 2/.32| 40.23| 25:55 126.121 26.72 


1 Includes clergy salary, current expense, pension premium, and Diocesan assessment. 
2 Special parish purposes, including capital expenditures. 


3 Includes Church's Program, special outside. 
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DATA ON THE CONGREGATION 


Since there was no Episcopal Census submitted, the 
General Division of Research and Field Study is unable to 
comment thereon. 
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DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Since St. Stephen's Church submitted no 
Church Self-Study Form or Episcopal Census, 


PH-85 it is not possible to offer any recommendations 
HB/sk at the present time. If St. Stephen's Church 
1 desires to complete its Study, the General 


Division of Research and Field Study is ready 
to make an analysis and offer recommendations 
as time permits. 


